The historical society formed a Restoration Committee to repair the
old Pagan-Fletcher house, which in 1983, was placed on the National
and NYS Register of Historical Places. In 1992, thanks to the
generosity of local contractors and volunteers, the “Pagan-Fletcher
Restoration" opened as a museum and home of the historical society.
Visitors can enjoy a tour of the Restoration and the grounds.

A highlight on the property is the
1915 Raustein Service Station, the
first gas station in Nassau County.
Originally at 139 North Corona

| Avenue, the structure is now on the
west side of the Restoration.

(Raustein Service Station circa 1915 - VSHS collection)

Also on the property is a 1942 Columbia Aircraft emblem that was
affixed to one of the hangars that stood in Curtiss Airfield, now

known as the Green Acres Mall. There were six hangars, four remain.

The concrete emblem weighs over 6,100 pounds.

Join the Historical Society for:

Monthly Panorama newsletter - 9 issues per year
20% off items in the Country Store

Gift with sponsor and lifetime memberships

Tax deductible

Annual Membership: $20 individual; $35 family; $100 sponsor
Lifetime Membership: $400 individual

To become a member or make a donation, visit

www.vsvny.org/historical and click on the
Membership & Donations link.

To learn more about the Restoration and the history of
Valley Stream, please scan the QR code:
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Welcome to the

Pagan-Fletcher Restoration

Open Sundays from 1 PM to 4 PM for guided tours
other times by appointment

143 Hendrickson Avenue
Valley Stream, NY 11580-3310
516-872-4159
vshistorical@gmail.com

Valley Stream Historical Society
Valley Stream of Yesteryear
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The Pagan-Fletcher Restoration

In 1845, William Fletcher married Catherine Pagan. Catherine's
father, Robert Pagan, was a farmer turned merchant, who owned a
general store in the hamlet of Valley Stream. Ellen, his wife, often
hosted Methodist church services in the parlor of their home.

The Fletchers lived in New York City.
In 1853, William, his brother Andrew,
and another partner founded a marine
engine and boiler manufacturing
business. The company was very
successful and later became the

W. & A. Fletcher Co. North River Iron
Works in Hoboken, New Jersey.
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(W. & A. Fletcher Co. - now the Hoboken Historical Museum)

In 1872, William Fletcher
bought his late father-in-law’s
property in Valley Stream, and
built a summer house at
present-day 143 Hendrickson
Avenue. Fletcher’s relatives also
purchased land in the area.

(Rendering of how William Fletcher s summer house may have looked)

# Upon Fletcher’s death in 1883,
his children took ownership of
the home and property.

A photograph shows that by
1898, the summer house had
expanded into a year-round
residence.

(1898 photograph shows the east side expansion - VSHS Collection)

In 1915, William Fletcher’s daughters sold their shares of the
“Pagan-Fletcher” house and property to the children of their late
brother. Based on available data, by 1916, the residence was
remodeled with the current Greek facade.

Louis Fairchild and his family
summered at the house in 1923.
Fairchild, a Fletcher relative,

was a partner in the Fairchild
Publishing Company, and in
1929, his company purchased the
homestead.

(1940 photo shows the Greek facade and west side expansion - VSHS Collection)

In 1934, Louis’ brother, Emil, and his family moved into the
residence full time. Donald, his oldest son, was a writer, artist, and
poet. In the mid-1940s, he drew canvas-like vignettes on the third
floor walls.

(Donald Stites Fairchild murals on the third floor)

Emil died in 1947, and a year later, the Fairchilds sold the home and
land to the Lynwood Housing Corporation, and moved to East Islip.
In 1977, the Valley Stream Terrace Corporation (Lynwood’s
restructured construction company) defaulted, and the property went
into foreclosure. The village of Valley Stream purchased the dwelling
and leased it to the Valley Stream Historical Society.



